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Dear West Bloomfield Community, 

 

I am pleased to update you regarding the Bnei Akiva Shlichim selected to serve our community 

during the upcoming school year.  Like each of the past four years, we are privileged to host two 

Shlichim, who will be taking time from their post-army lives to help deepen our connections to   

Torat Israel, Am Israel and Eretz Israel!   

 

Their service here is made possible by the Frankel Jewish Academy, for whom the Shlichim will work 

during the week; their weekends will be dedicated to our shul, our families and our neighborhood. 

 

Please join me in welcoming our new Shlichim, Ariel Nokai and Evyatar Kraus, both from 

Netanya!    

 

 
Ariel Nokai    Evyatar Kraus 

 

As we prepare to welcome Ariel and Evyatar, I am writing to ask for your help . . . 

 

 Money:  As in past years, our community is committed to raise $5,000 to cover a variety of 

the expenses Ariel and Evyatar will incur, ranging from their transportation (gas and 

insurance) to their lodging (rent and utilities).  All monies raised in excess of $5,000 goes 

directly to support youth programs, such as snacks at snif, youth meals at the Shlichim’s 

apartment and other program expenses.  Thanks (again) to the generosity of an 

anonymous donor, all donations made or pledged before the end of Sukkot will 

be matched dollar-for-dollar.  This is an incredible opportunity for our community!  

Please help to maximize the success of this matching program by writing a check to Ohel 

Moed of Shomrey Emunah Youth Fund, and deliver it to 6130 Charles Drive, West 

Bloomfield 48322, or to 6191 Farmington Road, West Bloomfield 48322.  Alternatively, if 
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you would like to donate by credit card, please visit http://www.ohelmoed.org/bnei-akiva-

youth-programming/, and click on the “Donate” button. 

 

 Meals:  While Ariel and Evyatar will live on their own, the key to their integration and 

connection with the community is based on their need to be hosted each Shabbat and Chag 

for dinner and lunch, beginning with their first Shabbat [Rosh Chodesh Elul] on Friday, 

September 2nd.  To help facilitate the scheduling of this hospitality, we have again set up an 

account on mealtrain.com for families to select the meals they would like to host.  Please visit 

https://mealtrain.com/y69k0m to sign up for meals.  By signing up for meals, hosts are 

agreeing to the following minimum kashrut guidelines, as issued by Bnei Akiva International, 

in terms of heating up food on Shabbat: 

 

1. Please do not put any uncooked food or beverage on a hot burner, in a heated oven, 

in a crock pot that is on, or in a heated urn on Shabbat itself. 

2. Please do not heat any liquids on Shabbat.  Water, soup, stew or anything that can 

be poured out needs to be put on heat, in an urn, crock-pot, or on the stove, and left 

there, before Shabbat. 

3. Please do not reheat even cooked solid food that has cooled down—from the 

refrigerator, for example—by putting it right on the stove or in the oven.  However, 

you can reheat cold, solid, pre-cooked food by adhering to any one of the following 

procedures: (a) put in on a warming tray [“plata” in Hebrew], which cannot be 

adjusted and is not designed to cook, but rather, just to warm; (b) put it on a 

“k’deira blech” or a “non-blech,” which is a pan of water covered by another pan 

(not just a plain sheet of metal, which called a “blech”), or (c) put in a warming 

drawer or cupboard, which is designed just to warm, not to cook.   

4. Please remember that only solid foods which have already been cooked can be 

reheated. 

5. Please know you may keep food in a crock-pot or on the stove or in the oven 

overnight, but make sure that any food you serve is at least one-half cooked before 

Shabbat starts. 

 

These minimum guidelines are intended to help us host our Shlichim in a manner that will 

make them comfortable.  If you have any questions regarding these guidelines, please contact 

Bnei Akiva Midwest Coordinator Yonatan Edrei at 248-884-7408. 

 

Thank you in advance for your generosity in making this program possible and in maximizing the 

success of Ariel and Evyatar! 

 

 
Ethan Gilan 

gilan@comcast.net / (248) 752-6083 
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